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Infroduction

OVERVIEW OF THE STUDIO 3

Opcode’s Studio 3 is a standard computer MIDI interface with assignable MIDI
outputs, a built-in SMPTE timecode generator and a SMPTE-to-MIDI timecode
converter.

MIDI features of the Studio 3 include:

*  Two MIDI inputs

«  Six MIDI outputs

»  MIDI activity indicators

* MIDI/Serial Port thru switches

« Two assignable footswitch inputs and a foot controller input
Timecode functions of the Studio 3 include:

« SMPTE Time Code generation (four frame rates)

»  SMPTE-to-MIDI Time Code conversion

» SMPTE-to-Direct Time Lock conversion

« Jam Syncing (rewrites fresh SMPTE when locked)

+  Flywheeling (remains locked despite dropouts or other short SMPTE
errors)

» Audio input to create a MIDI trigger

The Studio 3 allows you to synchronize sequenced MIDI data to tape. This means
you can synchronize virtual MIDI tracks to recorded acoustic tracks or to video.
Once you've recorded SMPTE timecode onto either audio or video tape, you can
accurately lock MIDI playback to that tape using the Studio 3.

HOW TO READ THIS MANUAL

This manual does not attempt to teach fully the fundamentals of MIDI or SMPTE
operation. A brief timecode overview is presented at the end of this chapter, but if
you’re new to either of these standards, you should purchase Opcode's "Book of
MIDI" software, read magazines specializing in music technology, or purchase
introductory MIDI and SMPTE books from your local bookstore or music dealer.

Also, you should be familiar with the basic operation of your computer. If you're
not, please read its manual before using the Studio 3.

Chapter 1: Introduction 3




This manual discusses how to connect, set up and use the Studio 3—it describes
Studio 3 operations at the time of its printing. However, updates and changes may
occur. Always look for hardware and software change information on your master
program disk.

This manual is divided into three parts:

Part 1: Introduction to the Studio 3—This part provides an overview of the
Studio 3, discusses various timecode basics, and examines the Studio 3’s front and
rear panels.

Part 2: Using the Studio 3 with a Macintosh—This part discusses using the
Studio 3 with a Macintosh computer. It includes chapters on hardware and software
installation, configuring the Studio 3°s various MIDI and timecode functions, and

troubleshooting.

Part 3: Using the Studio 3 with other Computers—This part is written for
programmers and discusses using the Studio 3 with computers other than the
Macintosh. It details the commands needed to control the Studio 3.

THE STUDIO 3 PACKAGE

Your Studio 3 package contains the Studio 3, power cord, two serial cables, 4
rubber feet, OMS and Studio 3 software, an OMS manual, this Studio 3 manual
and a registration card.

STUDIO 3 SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

To use the Studio 3, you’ll need:

A computer (hard disk recommended)
+  One or more MIDI devices.
«  One or more MIDI cables to connect your MIDI device(s) to the Studio 3.

REGISTERING YOUR STUDIO 3

4

Be sure to send Opcode your registration card. If we don’t receive it, you won’t be
eligible for free technical support and various other services and products.

IMPORTANT: Please write down your Studio 3 serial number here. The serial
number can be found on the bottom of the Studio 3.

S/N

Purchase Date

When we receive your registration card, you’ll be entitled to free technical support
and information about upgrades, updates, and new products. Also, you’ll receive
Opcode’s periodic newsletter, which contains advanced tips, troubleshooting
techniques and more.
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